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indulgence. The summer vacation, which earned
the applause of Johnson, is a scandal to secularist
critics.

In the seventeenth century, when the academ-
ical session in the northern universities lasted
for ten months out of twelve, the educational
executive was exhausted by the drudgery of ele-
mentary teaching. Accordingly the universities
then added little to the common stock of know-
ledge, or to the literature by which the world is
educated. In the eighteenth century the long
vacation, with its " solid months" in summer,
was introduced in the philosophical classes, and
so Scotland became the nursery of the philosophy
which was adopted by Cousin. "Greatly more
than half the distinguished authorship of our
land is professorial," Chalmers reminded his
countrymen eighty years ago, " and, till the
present generation, we scarcely remember, with
the exception of Hume in philosophy and
Thomson in poetry, any of our eminent writers
who did not achieve, or at least germinate, all
their greatest works while labouring in their
vocation of public instruction in one or other
of our universities. They have not only taught
philosophy; they have also both rectified itsthat can be measured arithmetically, and
